Concept Paper Narrative Guidelines for Students

This proposal should be no longer than two typed pages, one-sided and single-spaced.  Please use one-inch margins, 12 point type, and 8 ½” x 11” white paper.  Answer each question listed below as completely as possible.
Project Description
· What is the research (project) you will do?
· What is the purpose of the research (project)?
· Where will the research (project) be done?
· How long will the research (project) last?
· Who will you work with?
· Include the hypotheses you will test and how you will test them if appropriate.
Project Benefits
· How will your research (project) improve knowledge of the native plants of Louisiana?
· Explain any implications your research (project) would have for conservation of native plants.
· Explain any other benefits.
Cost
· What is the total cost of this project?
· What amount are you requesting from the Louisiana Native Plant Society?
· What other funding sources have committed to this effort?
· To what other funding sources will you (and/or have you) submitted a request?
· Explain in detail how the funds you are requesting from LNPS will be spent.  (For example, if you checked “Equipment” on the cover page, please provide complete description of each item, where it will be purchased, and how much it will cost.)
· If travel expenses by car are included, please indicate the mileage estimate and calculate the costs at Standard Mileage Rates | Internal Revenue Service (irs.gov).

Bibliography
· List the five most important publications on your research (project) topic, if applicable.  Include author, year published, and the volume and page numbers of the journal issue that contains the article.  If the publication is a book, please give the publisher, place of publication, and the ISBN # instead of the journal name, volume, and page numbers.

Requirements
· If this request is approved by LNPS, the student must give a presentation on the results at the next LNPS meeting to be eligible for the consideration of future grant requests.
· Any equipment purchased on this grant becomes the property of the school or university, not the personal property of the student.
· Provide LNPS with a copy of any publications resulting from this research.
