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Dale Thomas Receives Award

At the annual meeting of the Association of
Southeastern Biologists in New Orleans in
April 2001, the Southern Appalachian Botant-
cal Society gave Dr. R. Dale Thomas the Eliza-
beth Bartholomew Award in recognition of his
lifetime contributions to the study of bot-
any. This was based on his publications,
graduate students, professional contacts, and
his building of the herbarium at the University
of Louisiana at Monroe. Dr. Thomas was to be
there to receive it but that weekend but had to
go to Tennessee for his nephew's funeral. (Pat
Cox, a former student of his, who 1s now
teacher at the University of Tennessee accepted
it for him and gave him the plaque at the Great
Smoky Mountains Wildflower Pilgrimage).

Dr. Thomas built the herbarium at ULM
from 250 mounted specimens in 1966 to the
current number of over 431,000. He has per-
sonally collected over 172,000 specimens

along with several hundred thousands of du-
plicates Specimens have been deposited in or
exchanged with over 175 different herbara
from throughout the world. He has had over
40 graduate students, many of whom have
gone on to get a PhD. in botany. Most did par-
ish surveys of plants. Two current ones are
surveying Arkansas counties and two previous
ones did two other Arkansas counties. He has
supplied live plant material for research for nu-
merous botanists. At one time there were five
graduate students from other schools who
came to then NLU m particular to study field
botany with Dr. Thomas. All five of these are
employed as botanists, with three holding
PhD'’s.

Through his work in the herbarium, he has
become known all over the world, both in and
out of the botanical field. Back when NLU's

(Continued on page 11)
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Summer Breeze trip report 1]

Several members noted that they

Inside this issue: did not receive a summer LNPS
News. That is because it was not

President’s Message 2 | published. Summer began with the
i crash of a new hard drive, death of a

Wild sweet potato 4 | pet, and spiraled downward from
! there through crifical illnesses and

Hickories of Louisiana 5 | several deaths of persons close to us.
Dale Thomas

Someone commented to me recently

that they had not seen us in a while.

—

I replied that it was probably a good
thing, since that meant they hadn't
been around hospitals and funeral
homes lately. We regret that we had
to let some things slide to keep up
with the crifical. This issue is late, as
we are sfill catching up. The long
awaited directory was a hard drive
casualty, and will have to be re-done.
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From the president-----.-Dr. R Dale Thomas

| have spent the last month going through a ca-
reer of collections of reprints, plant lists, journal
articles, etc. and trying to decide which ones to
discard and which ones to keep. In the process, |
came across two things that rekindled some of
my concerns about the wildflowers of Lowisiana. |
read again a lot of things of the original ideas be-
hind the LOUISIANA PROJECT WILDFLOWER. As
a charter member of this now defunct group, |
can't help but think that a good 1dea was allowed
to die due to lack of continuation of the enthust-
asm exemplified by our state-wide meeting in La-
fayette. One of the ideas behind the organization
was that we should emphasize roadside wildflow-
ers that are native to the various areas of the
state. Seeds were sown in various areas but most
of the seeds used were of plants not native to that
particular part of the state. Roadside wildflowers
n Baton Rouge or in Vidaha are not supposed to
look like those in Winn Parish. 1 suppose there are
some places where Coreopsis and possibly Rafr-
bida remamn from these plantings. Texas has
demonstrated how roadside flowers can be estab-

Are Your Dues Due?

Check your mailing label. 1f the number
above your name 1s highlighted, your dues
are due with this issue. Please send your
dues to Jackie Duncan, 114 Harpers Ferry
Road, Boyce, LA 71409-9716. DO NOT
SEND DUES TO THE NEWSLETTER
ADDRESS!!! Remember to send your

change of address. The newsletter is sent
bulk mail, and will not be forwarded.

Student/Sr. Citizen $5
Individual $10
Family $15
Organization $25
Sustaining $50
Corporate $100

lished and how these attract tourists. We coy|d

have and can still learn from their example. | thi
that one of the things that has quieted public re-
sponse 1s the idea propagated by various highwa},
departments (TN, MS, AL, GA, VA etc.) that one
can disk up a small plot along highways and plan|
it in various non-native, snowy plants (crimson
clover, daisies, cosmos, poppies, petunias, etc.)
and by so doing preserve roadside wildflowers.
The roadside vegetation i any part of USA should
reflect the native flora of that region. Roadsides
provide excellent places for perenmals to flourish
because of the bright sunlight and occasional dis-
turbances. Perenmal native plants can survive
and flourish under conditions where mowing s
the method of vegetation management. Mowing
after seed maturity still allows for the control of
woody plant nvaders. Herbiciding, regardless to
type and time of application, damages or destroys
native wildflowers. Johnson grass, dallisgrass, ber-
mudagrass, bahiagrass, etc. are non-native mva-
sive species and should be discouraged or elimr-
nated from our roadsides. We have many native
taxa that would prevent erosion. However, as long
as the general public thinks that roadsides should
look like strips of mown lawns, we will have tewer
and fewer wildflowers.

I began driving Louisiana's highways and by-
ways in September, 1966. It is my opinion, based
on observing, photographing, and collecting and |
cataloging the plants throughout the state, the var

=,
It wo.uld be worthwhile having a
cultivated garden if only to see

what Autumn does to it.
ALFRED AUSTIN

The Garden That 1 Love (1894)
—————
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ety and numbers of wildflowers along our roadways
confinue to decline. | doubt if there are 10% as many

Howersaniune 2001 aloneroads otiflof Nionroe T USRS e

20 to Shrevepoﬂ, LIS 165 to Alexandria or to Bas- The Lowistana Native Plant Society was founded in 1983
frop, LA 34 to Winntield, etc.—as were present in June |22 sta wide, non-protit orgamization.

of 1967. The changes are even more noticeable in MSIPLIPOES e

April and September. 1 have spent 34 years teaching

' : : S $ io preserve and study native plants and their habitats.
plant identification to Louisiana students. Much of | - | }

our field work has been done in clear-cut woods. * o educate people on the value of native plants and
Clear-cuts were once ideal places for observation of the need to preserve and protect rare and endangered
our native perenmal wildflowers. When clear-cuts species.

are herbicided in the preparation for the planting of
pines, the perenmal wildflowers are eradicated.
Most of our hardwoods are also wiped out. Some
plants resist the herbicide and are thus dominantin |8 o educate people on the relationship between our
herbicided areas. Roadsides become dominated native flora and wildlife.

with sow thistle, bedstraw, prickly lettuce, horsenet-
fle, cypress weed, horseweed, efc. Clear-cuts have
these taxa as well as a lot of pokeweed and
goatweed—cypress weed (Eupatorium capillifoliurm)
dominates.

In May, 2001, I made the frip from Shreveport up
La. | through Vivian to Rodessa and across to lda
and down U.S. 71 back to 1-220. At one time this was
a widely publicized wildflower trail. 1 saw very few

A

/i to promote the prupagatinn and use of native plants
in the land s« ape

LNPS extends sympathy to Dr. R. Dale Thomas
in the sudden losses of his nephew in late
spring, and his brother in late summer.

z 1 LNPS Board of Directors
wildflowers along the drive and could have seen Ancona. Charles W. PO Bax 12710, New Iberia, 70562
' 1M1 in Fast Texas. Banowetz, Tracey, PO Box 10, Weyanoke, LA 70787 banowetz@bellsouth.net
DAOTCAE Y Ot X lle streich of US 80 m Eas Christian, Marilyn, 924 Lincoln Dr, Shreveport, 71107 £LChris3@aol.com
] remember leading a group of people on a Grey- Cifton, Oiga, PO Box 17, Abita Springs. LA 70420, humermom@bellsouth.net
: n this mldﬂower trail. Guidry, Liz, 1000 Fifth St, Gueydan, LA 70542, Lizg@kaplantel.net
hound type bus on a trp alo 8 Kendrick-Lacy, Loice, 1937 Bailey Ave, Haynesuille, LA, 71038,

Like the field of dreams, if it is built, they will come. | e o

. missing the ssibility of a lot of in- Mayronne, John, 320 N Theard St, Covington, 70433, natives@¥astband.com
e 8 b dy Shelby, Rosana, 3535 Oid Mooringsport Rd, Shreveport, 71107

crease in tourism by hawng some of the ugl’le st road- Troy, Al, 5344 S Pollard Pkwy, Baton Rouge, 70808, Aatrop@aol.com

sides in the nation. As a group of people who like Drummond. Marion, Past pres, 1891 Erlanger Dr. Baton Rouge, 70816,
: m.drummonad@worlanet.att.net
wildflowers, we should figure out some way to ma](. s
sure that our offspring will be able to observe wild- Thomas . R Dale,pres, 403 Stevenson Dr, Monroe 71203,
- 1% bithomas@uim.
flowers somewhere other than in gardens. Dale B e o oot o Sprcs, LA 7075,
peppercuk@aol.com

Duncan, Jacalyn, treas, 114 Harpers Ferry Rd, Boyce, 71409,
'* Jduncan/r8_kisatchie@¥s.fed us

E | Erwin, Beth/Terry, Sec & News ed, PO Box 126, Collinston, 71229,
d kalorama@kalorama.org
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Some notes on Ipomoea pandurata.....by Carl Amason

One of the most outstanding blooms of
the summer can be found on a native wild
sweet potato vine or morning glory perennial
vine found in most of Louisiana. Yam is an old
world plant that was not grown for food in the
Western World. The sweet potato was found to

be grown by the American Indians and only the

word yam lingers in the language in Louisiana
to mean a sweet potato.
Yams are only grown as a
non-blooming ornamental
vine, mostly in South Lou-
isiana. There are other
sweet potato relatives that
are found growing in the
temperate areas of the
South. Many are in the
morning glory genus of
Ipomoea, which includes
so many annual vines.
One that is most out-
standing is Jpomoea pandurata, which ranges
over much of Texas to Florida and the South-
east. It1s found in uplands and along some of
the sunny streamsides. When in bloom it is
very showy. Once established, it will multiply
and live forever if it has space to grow as the
perennial root is massive. Some of the roots,
which resemble massive sweet potatoes, will
weigh up to thirty pounds or more. As a word
of caution, some people consider it to be a
weed, but when in bloom, it is magnificent,
First, the plant is common and was con-
sidered to have been an important American
ndian food source, but the untreated roots are
also reported to be purgative. From this root,
vines will grow fifteen to twenty feet, green with
leaves that vary from cordate-ovate o pandu-

white flowers with a purple throafs. The bloop,

will last for one day as tlowers, but there are

quite a few of the buds to open daily Mostly dyp.
ing the dayfime. These vines have few if any in.

sect problems. The only disease seems fo b, 2

rust that alfernates between it and lobloll}f

pines, but that pest is minor.

The vine can be used somewhat as 3
ground cover in a natural grassy or
weedy area that is given on ly one
winter mowing. It can be grown as
a vine much like its relatives. the
Mexican morning glory vines, on a
frame used as a sunscreen, or left fo
clamber over existing shrubs. It
does not have to be replanted each
year. lt s very easily grown from
the seeds that mature in the au-
tumn, but cuttings are not easily
grown. This comes as a surprise

since the sweet potato 1s frequently grown as

such. 1t is seldom grown as a garden ornamern-
tal because few people care for vines, especially
when they can get weedy. In spite of all its

tropical connections, it is rather winter hardy |

and is not too selective in the soil as long as 1t 15

n light shade to full sun. Blooms come af a

tfime when so many other plants are wilted or

gone dormant. Perhaps its best use is as a nat’
ralized vine when it receives little or no care. In

reading the origin of the name, Ipomoea, i

comes from the Greek ips, a worm, like an IpS

pipe bark worm. Homors means resembli"g* &
this case a worm because of its twining groW""

At any rate, this is one plant to enjoy the car¢

free beauty in the wild, It is not for those who
only value mowed lawn grasses. There are 50

many other morning glory type vines 10 enj?)’
throughout the countryside. Carl Amasons?

’ 3{'
superior planfsman who lives and gardens ¢
Calion, Arkansas.

rate(fiddle-shaped) with milky sap on long peti-
oles. From the upper leaf axils will come the
buds that make a three to four inch funnelform
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Hickories of Louisiana......5y R Dale Thomas

Eleven species of hickories have been
collected in Louisiana. The genus A
Caryais divided into true hickories Ry
(Section Carya) and the pecan hickories
(Section Apocarya). The most reliable X
way to separate these two groups of
hickories 1s by using the terminal buds.
True hickories have overlapping
(imbricate) bud scales with more than 6
scales per bud. The pecan hickories
have 4-6 bud scales that do not overlap
(valvate). The number of leaflets also helps n
identification. True hickories may have 3-9 leaf
lets but usually have 5-7 leaflets per alternate
leaf. The pecan hickories can have 5-21 leatlets
but usually have more than 7, and, except for
nutmeg hickory, leaflets that commonly are fal-
cate (sickle- or scythe-like).

The pecan hickories n Louisiana include
bitternut hickory (Carya cordiformis), nutmeg
hickory (C. m yristiciformis), bitter pecan or wa-
ter hickory (C. aquatica), and pecan (Carya illi-
noiensis). Two hybrids have also been reported-
_C x browniiis a hybrid between bitternut and
pecan and C. x leconfers a hybrid between bit-
fer pecan and pecan. Dr.Wilbur Duncan, Pro-
fessor emeritus from University of Georgia,
separates this section by saying that it has leaf-
lets 5-21: often falcate, with terminal leaflet
smaller or about equal to the adjacent ones
(may be larger in nutmeg hickory), outer bud
<cales valvate and seams of fruit husk winged or
keeled. Nuts are round in cross-section in pecan
and nutmeg hickory and are flattened in bitter
pecan and bitternut hickory. Kernels are sweet
in pecan and nufmeg but bitter in the other fwo
species.

Carya illinoiensis (pecan) is native from Mex-
ico to Louisiana and Mississippt and north to
lowa, Indiana, and Illinois. 1t usually occurs on
moist but well-drained ridges in river bottoms.
The wood is not as strong or heavy as it 1 1n

true hickories but is used for veneer,
flooring, and furniture. All hickores
are prized for fuel. charcoal, and
wood chips for grilling meats. Nu-
merous commercial varieties have
been developed emphasizing size of
the fruit and the thin fruit wall. This
taxon is recognized by s fruit shape
and by the largest number of leatlets
- of all the Carya species. The leaflets
Caryalinoiensis are falcate and assymetrical at the
Young plants and stump

O
sproufs can be confused with bitter pecan, but

base

pecan usually has larger, more pubescent
leaves. Wild or “native” pecans have smaller
fruits which have a thicker wall but much
sweeter kernels.

Carya aquatica (bitter pecan or water hick-
oTy) rows mn
low bottom- . S
land areas but N5 7 il s
can occur on 7 ! |
clay soils else- -~ L
where. 1t has “
flattened fruts
that usually
retain therr
husk and tloat
around on wa-
ter. They are E 1
commonly |

=% e 3 o 3 -.:\ T Bitt
i‘::‘l‘;:ca;; ;:1 of j;'f,.':/ = % g’ aTe’P*?i:’;r
: arya aquatica

young plants
around depressions in lowland woods. The
kernels are bitter. The buds are reddish brown
with yellow glands that disappear with age.
The bark is shaggy (peels upward) unlike that
of pecans. The husk of the fruit splits to the
base in pecans but only about halfway on bit-

ter pecans.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Carya cordiformis (bitternut hickory) is dis-
tinguished by its smooth bark and its very dis-
finctive yellow buds. It can be identified in the
field by one terminal bud even if no leaves are

present. Its
leaflets are
thin and have
~ hme teeth on
2 the margins.
The fruit wall
1s white and
the husk is
very thin with
ridges along
the shoulders

of the shightly

that are thick enough to give the whole crown a
metallic sheen that is gold-tinted. The fruit 1s
round and resembles the fruit of a nutmeg with
its purple specks. Some are round enough fo
use as marbles. The husk is thin but the frui
wall is very hard and thick and is very dithculf
to crack. The thin but sweet kernel seems not
worth the effort needed for extraction
(sometimes not even by squirrels). The bark of
the old trees is as shaggy as that of shagbark
hickory with which it sometimes occurs.

The true hickories in Louisiana include
Shellbark Hickory (C. laciniosa), Shagbark
Hickory (C. ovata), Mockernut Hickory (C.
alba, previously C. fomenfosa), Black or Texas
Hickory (C. fexana), Sand Hickory (C. pallida),
flattened small Red Hickory (C. ovalis), Swamp Hickory (C.

t}uts. Th(’: DA} glabra var. hirsuta formerly C. letodermus),
lings of bitter- and Pignut Hickory (C. glabra var. glabra and/

Bitternut Hickory

ST hickory e or var. megacarpa).

very limber and as a child, Carya laciniosa (shellbark hickory) is be-
1 found them to be excellent trees to climb and e gja rare free throughout ifs range. It
‘ride-overto-the-ground” in games of “follow- probably
the-leader” played with my numerous cousis. ST
Its thin-walled fruits are favorites of squirrels A R
in early fall. The kernels are too bitter for hu- e e
man consumption. This free usually grows on populations
upland clay soils or in alluvial soils along throughout
streams. Even old trees have smooth bark. ot ot

Carya myristici— range from
formis (nutmeg hick-  gop 00 ge Arkansas to
ory) has fewer leaflets Pennsyl-
(5-9) than the other pe- =% vania. The /!
can hickories. The ter- 8%, only spect- : Shellbark Hickory

mens | have seen from Louisiana  Cayalaciniosa

minal leaflet is usually ¥y 5

as large as or larger are plants grafted several years

than the lateral ones. ago to native pecan and/or bitter pecan trees.
Its buds and young These plants occur in the woods on Tensas Na-
twigs are covered with tional Wildlife Refuge. This free is easily distin-
yellowish to brownish = 2 guished by its large fruit and by the thick twigs
scales. The undersides v o oA N and large fruit. The plates of bark that peel oft
of the leaflets are cov- ™ 48 €K are larger than those produced by shagbark
ered with silvery to o T Hokoy  hickory.

gold-colored scales Carya myristicaeformis
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does not peel off. The nuts are large, thick-
walled, and have much thinner kernals than
§}1agbark. Although the meat is sweet, this nut
1s second choice for both man and squirrels.
The young twigs, leaflets, and rachis of the
leaves are usually hairy (hence C. fornentfosa).
The wood is usually white throughout (hence
C. alba). Mockernut and Texas or black hick-
ory are our common upland hickories that are
easily distinguished by mockernut having

(somefimes /
and almost al-
ways some with

3) that are . much larger buds.

deusely hairy Carva fexana (Texas or black hickory) has
along the mar- 5-7 leaflets and the terminal leaflet is not much
gins when L«:lrgt'r than

young. Old the lateral k%

leaves, late in Shagbark Hickory — ones. lfs

the season, have white tufts of hairs L ko bark is ‘

near the fips of the teeth on the margins of the rough but &

leaflets. This is the choice nut tree particularly not peeling.

for those who do not grow pecans. In East Ten- “‘iS the 01}1}’

nessee, every farmer left some shagbark frees n thkOF}_’ with

or along edges of pastures and fields for the fruit tufts of rust-

and each one knew the location of all of the col‘ored

frees in the woods. A good fruit crop meant a l1a}rs on the
fwigs, buds.

good harvest of squirrels. 1 know of no better
cake and/or cookie than one baked with hickory
nuts and served during a snowy
Christmas season. This tough iree
was used as a nickname for Andrew
Jackson (“Old Hickory”) and 1s the
name of an excellent brand of
butcher knives that have hickory
handles. Because hickory wood
was not used extensively for lum-

petioles. and

lower
the Black or Texas Hickory 2
surfaces Carya texana Ny

of leaff —mm8

lets. Most of these hairs are lost before the end

of the growing season. The best diagnostic
characters for this common upland hickory 1s
the presence of orange scales on the lower leaf

surfaces, buds, and shucks (fruit husks). The

lower leaf surface looks rusty and the upper
ber, many large trees of several leaf surface 1s dark, glossy green. Nuts are
hickories occur in remnant upland <maller than those of mockernut but the ker-

hardwood forests in eastermW.S. — — qelsare equally sweet.

Carya alba (mockernut hick-  Mockernut Hickory Carya pa 1lida (sand hickory) is rare in Lou-

ory, formerly known as C. formert ___Eﬂ-—”bi——’ :<iana where it has been collected from St. He-

fosa) has large buds and usually lena, Tangipahoa, and Washington parishes.

| has 7-9 leaflets. Like those of shagbark, the ter-l The young leaves are silvery on the lower sur-

j minal leaflets are usually larger than the latera f1ces which is unusual in hickories. Petioles

| ({Tles but they la_ck the tufts of hairs charc’%Cf_eﬂS't (Continued on page 8)
tic of shagbark. The bark of old trees is rigid bu
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(Continued from page ~)
have tufts of
hairs on them.
lthas 7109
leaflets per leaf
and the leaf-
bearing twigs
are thin (3-6
Mm across).
This 1s the com-
mon upland
hickory on the
sandy western
and southern
exposed moun-
tains and ridges
of the southern Appalachians.

Pignut hickories (C. ovalis and C.
glabra, mcluding swamp hickory) are common
and have a long history of taxonomic confu-
sion among both plant taxonomists and den-
drologists. Frankly, 1 have spent over 40 years
being frustrated when trying to identify pignut
hickories to species without mature fruits, flow-
ers, and young and old leaves—all of which are
never present at the same time. My father
spent a lot of his adult life using a cross-cut
saw to saw timber from the hardwoods of the
Fast Tennessee mountains. He could not be-
lieve that university botanists and dendrolo-
gists could not tell red hickory (C. ovalis) from
white hickory (C. glabra) (his names for the pig-
nut hickories). He could look at a leafless tree
and tell if it had red heartwood (C. ovalis) or
had white throughout (C. glabra). 1 could ver-
ify his determinations only by cutting the tree
down or by finding mature fruits. When fruit

are available, C. glabrahas pe?.r-shaped
(pointed at base) or obovate fruits. The red

hickory has oval nuts. Red hickory is some-
times called false shagbark because it is the
only pignut hickory that has bark that peels
back (or “shags”). These hickories are called
pignuts because early American settlers fed

LNPS NEWS

“Red” Pignut Hickory
Carya ovalis

YOLUME 19, I55yE5 4 )
L&

them to their hogs but they saved Sllag~
bark nuts tor human consumption, ¢
ovalis has 5-7 leaflets but mostly 7; ¢
glabrahas 5 leatlets and less often 7
C. ovalis has oval to subglobose fryi
with husk splitting freely to the base
while C. glabra has obovoid or pyri-
form fruit wath husk splitting halfway o
base (2 places in var. fursuta and 4 |
places in other varieties). Bark on ma-
ture frees 1s distinctive—plating or shag-
ging in ovalis and staying tight and
grooved or ndged n glabra. C. ovalis
tends to be more of an upland species
and glabra s bottomland or only on
mesic upland sites. Swamp hickory
was described by Sargent as Carya leio-
dermis but 1s now usually called Carya glabra
var. lursuta. It has pubescent lower leaf sur-
faces and especially on the midrib and in axils

= . - - 4 .
oo = “White" Pignut Hickory
L =3 s
o J ‘,;- = Carya glabra
< . . ~.- N ——-—-ﬂ—-‘
N/ €

=

of the veins. 1t is a common lowland hickory
with C. ovata, C. cordiformis, C. illinoiensis.
and sometimes with C aquatica.

When 1 try to teach the identification of
hickories to students, 1 begin by dividing e
into the two sections (pecan and frue hickories’
based on buds and leaflet number. The yelloW
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hud distinguishes bitternut hickory. The silyery
(0 golden scales on H_uz stem and the metallic
Jieen of the leaves distinguishes nutmeg hick-
ory. The twigs of bitter pecan are thinner than
fose of pecan and the leaves tend to be
-maller and less pubescent. The true hickories
are separated into fwo groups by bud size.
shellbark, shagbark, and mockernut have
large buds. The leaf-bearing twigs of shellbark
are twice as thick as those of other hickories.
The twigs of mockernut are hairy when young.
The tufts of hair on the teeth on the leaves ol
shagbark are distinctive. The small-bud hicko-
ries can be separated by Texas or black hickory
having reddish hairs on the twigs, leaflets, and
-achis while the leaves of sand hickory are pale
inderneath. The leaves of pignut hickories are
difficult to separate without mature fruit. Seed-
lings of most true hickortes with small buds are
easily confused. Hickortes, like people, show
their true characteristics better as adults.

| have used various books to study the
hickories of this area. The dendrology books
by Harlow and Harrar and by Presion are help-
ful. My favorite book for our trees is the TREES
OF SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES by Dur
can and Duncan. This University of Georgla
book was $19.95 in a flex-back field guide form
n1998. 1t has color pictures, distribution
maps, and easily understood descripl:lOTlS of

‘AField Guide to the Hickortes of Louistana
LJ. Grauke and J.W. Pratt (pp. | 59-189) and
one by Grauke called “Notes on the Rank i 8)
(nifical Tax of the Carya Genus” (pp: ! 27-] 5-]-
can be found in the 1987 RESEARCH REPOR
OF THE PECAN RESEARCH-EXTENSION STA
TION, Shreveport, Louisiana, published %
Louisiana Agricultural Experiment 150
¢ Louisiana Cooperative Extensior =
LO“iSiana Ag“icultural Center, Baton ]}ouge. |
The first article mentioned has keys with _h.n: 3
draWi“gS of characteristics. It also has Pho- ?
&raphs of leaves, nuts, and twigs of each P
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cles.

~ Inaddition to the hickories, Juglandaceae
IS represenied in Louisiana by iu'c: other gen-
era. Bla.::k walnut (Juglans nigra) has cham-
!)ered pith i ifs fwigs and has a characteristic
green walnut” odor to its foliage and husks.
Its kernels are used for food and oil and the
nut walls are used in making abrasives. Black
walnut 1s one of the better furniture woods ot
the world and its sap has been used to make a
syrup. The Chinese Wingnui (Plerocarya
steopfera) has small winged nuts that look like
samaras. Itis %;.lfﬁ’;ldlﬂgt from a steet-side
planfing in Angie mn '."t.as-hmgton Parish and
has also been collected in East Baton Rouge
Parish.
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Summer Breeze

In spite of the heat about 30 people from all over Louisi-
ana attended the summer breeze in Columbia/Monroe/
West Monroe July 7th & 8th. Some gathered at Susan and
Charles Allen’s house in Monroe on Friday night to eaf
and eat and eat. There was enough Chinese food even for
those with a black belf in buffet. On Saturday morning, the
group enjoyed a birding tour led by Joyce Bennett at 7 AM.
Several birds were heard and a few birds showed them-
selves. At 9 AM, the group took to the nature trails and
saw many frees, butterflies, and a few flowers including
some old trilliums and a bear's foot in flower. We also
aged a pine tree with an increment borer and saw the
newly installed ULM weather station. The group enjoyed
the air conditioning and lunch on the ULM campus. Sara
Thames talked about her research at Ft Polk and GiGi ..
Parker talked about her "Pushy Prairie Perennial’ research. *‘“‘\‘“},}7 R
Charles Allen and Spencer Trichell demonstrated the use R AL R S
of the computer and microscopes and the internet.

Charles Allen gave a presentation of the Cajun Prairie. The group also saw slides taken by Marc
Pastorek on his digital camera during the morning events. About 3:30, the group headed fo West
Monroe and toured the West Monroe Wetlands Park. Some ate Florida betony fubers and saw the

blood from giant ragweed. Everyone saw the shining sumac, the aromatic sumac, and the many
water lilies. We took a short trip to Steve Pagan's house to view

his wonderful wildflower bed. Many species were in tlower in-
cluding blazing stars, Silphium, Helianthus, and Scufellaria. The

stop was well worth the effort. A quick stop was made by Charles
and Susan’s yard to see the small prairie, landscaped by Marc
and his Meadowmakers Company, and the bamboo water clap-
pel;\ll were glad to finally be seated at Chile Verdi out of the heat.
A lot of discussion was held here including a name for the group
that started as messy people (because of the sweaty nature at the
time) then to MF (messy fun) people, then to other fungi, then to
Mars Finders (when we went outside to see Mars), and ﬁnally_to
Move Forward as we left. The group shrunk on Sfmday morning,
but a few listened to birds with Joyce Bennett again, some gath-
ered at 9 for a tour of the bottomland trails, gnd a third group
went to see the Copenhagen prairies. Th.e trall'groyp saw Com-
melina virginica in flower, lopseed, Lysimachia ciliata, and many

. : . o
ther plants. The group split at 11 AM with a few taking a quic
N fripe;ahe Keifter g:airie west of Winnfield. The weekend was fiery

but fun.—Charles Allen

Lysimachia ciliata
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Propagation Tale

Our good friend, Rector Hopgood, who
owns and manages Rector’s Prairie on the Bas-
trop Ridge in Morehouse Parish spent June &
July recovering from a heart attack. 1 fre-
quently ferried him back and forth from his
camp house there to Collinston. For several

years, 1 had attempted propagating Goat's Rue,
Tephrosia virginiana, which is so prolific up
there. 1t grows adjacent to the drive to the
camp house. 1stopped one evening and gath-
ered some seeds as they were just beginning to
ripen. 1 cleaned them before 1left, and many
of them were quite green. 1was determined to
try them all, even those that looked too green
to be mature. Upon returning home, 1 placed
them between damp paper towels and slid
them into a baggie. 1 left them on the kitchen
counter to watch. 1knew if 1 put them in pots, 1
~ would never see them again, given our sched-

ule at that time. To my surprise, nearly every
seed sprouted within the week. 1transferred
them to 4" pots, with several sprouts per pot,
where they continued to prosper. 1 finally
transferred the survivors to one gallon pots,

~ since the roots were very long. 1did loose one

1 laying on top of them every evening while
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The trost huris not weeds

THOMAS TULLER
Gnon :r)frg'r;? (1. 372

(Continued from page 1)

basketball team was playing in the NCAA tour-
nament, they were playing at lowa. The faculty
in the biology department at the Unuversity of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh had a tournament party
and no one there had ever heard of NLU. Dr.
Harriman who, had thousands of plants from
the NLU herbarium said he had read so many
PowWow's (the school newspaper and ready
source of newspaper to press plant specimens)
that he was able to tell them all about NLU
and about the herbarium. The former head of
the NLU biology department was on leave in
Papua, New Guinea north of Australia. She
collected plant specimens for the herbarium
and went to the National University there to
see if they would ship them to Dr. Thomas in
order to get them through customs (they

did). The curator there introduced her to his

te student as being from NLU. The PhD
said, NLU, 1 know where that is—that is
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Calendar

October 27, 2'001 . Tom Sawyer Day, Briarwood, the Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve. Saline,
La., Bring lunch, gloves, and clippers. 318-576-3379

November 3, 2001. Friends of the ULM Herbarium Plant Sale. 8-5. Greenhouses on BonAire
Drive, north of Ewing Coliseum.

January 18-19, 2002. LNPS Winter Meeting, Camp Grant Walker, Pollock, Louisiana.
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