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PuNr loeNrrFrcATIoN IN Oun Anel By Charles Allen

A number of people have asked "How to identify plants?"

I attempt to do so with the first step being a definition of
the various books. A flora or manual includes (or attempts

to) include all soecies in an area. A monosraoh is like a

-

flora but covers a selected family and often wit}in a se-

lected political or geographical area like Louisiana. A
checklist is simolv a list of all soecies in an area. An adas is

a list of all species plus a map or listing by parishes or coun-

ties of "ll soecies. Wildflower books are not inclusive and

include selected, usually the showy flowered, species.

Most {loras, manuals, monographs, and wildllower books

w-ill have a glossary so don't get &scouraged by the un-

lmown terms.

If you have absolutely no idea what your in-hand plant is

and it has &stinct showy flowers, t}en start with a wild-
flower book. Some wildllower books are color coded, that

is the flowers are grouped by flower color while others are

organized by families. If your wildllower book is color

coded, then use that to niurow down your choices. The

best thing is to start with the same wildflower book every

tirne and turn the pages looking for a plant that loo}s like

your in-hand plant. If you use the same wildflower book
each tirne, you will soon start to remember what page you

saw t-he plant on and can go direcdy to tlrat page. If your
in-hand plant does not have showy flowers, you might

want to start with a flora or manual rather tlan a wild-
flower book since it is not likely to be in a wildflower
book. Try to use the same flora or manual each time as

you will start to recognize that you have seen a drawing of
the in-hand plant. Many floras and manuals have keys but
require repeated usage for a person to be able to profi-
ciendy use. Try the keys and remember t}at each time you

key something out, it will be easier tle next time since you

will already know that species. But if keys are not your
thing, just turn the pages looking for your plant.

If you recognize the genus and/or family, then go to
that genus and/or family in a flora, manual, or monograph.

Then, follow the steps above to identify your in-hand plant
to species.

If I find a plant that I do not recognize, I first start with
the family keys in the Manual oJ the Vascular Floru oJ the

Catolinasby Radford, Ahles, and Bell. I am on my fourth
copy of that text as I have worn out the first three. I still
have copy number three but is ragged and falling apart. It
includes most plants in Louisiana, has illusrations for many

species, and has fewer families t}an the Texas Flora. After
getting the in-hand plant ided to family or genus, I then

turn to the Manual oJ the Vascular Plan:a oJ Texas by Correll
and Johnston, to key to genus or species and to double

check the species identification. There are some species

that are not in the Carolinas but are in Texas. If I can't find
it in either of these two, I t-hen turn to the very old Small's

Manual of the Southea*em F/oro. This is the only flora t}at
includes Louisiana but is very outdated plus Small created

his own nomenclature rules so the names are often difficult
to trace to a modern name. A new book, Slinners &
Mahler's lllustrated Flora oJ North Central Texas, has illustra-

tions of all species and can be very usefi.rl for Louisiana.

An<l, soon, the monocot and fern volume of tle FLcra oj
East Texas will be published with the dicots scheduled for
2008. These bools are patterned after the North Cennal

work and will be very usefirl for plant identiftcation in Lou-

isiana.

The next step for selected families and plant groups is to
consult one of the monographs. For wedand species, the

Godfrey and Wooten two volumes (one Monocots and one

Dicots) are excellent works but don't forget that these do

not include non-wedand species. A few monographs are

completed for Louisiana including Asteraceae of Louisiana by

Gandhi and Thomas 1 Louisiana Legumu by Lasseigne; Grasses

oJLouisianaby Charles Allen, Dawn Newman, and Harry

Winters; and Trees, Sfirubs, and Woody Yines oJ Louisianaby

the same three authors. Many of t}ese are not in print any

more but may be available in libraries. A series of volumes

on the Floru oJ Nort Amefica North oJ Mexico are being pre-

pared with six volumes out already. These volumes will
cover all qpecies in North America with desoiptions, keys,

and lots of illustrations. One of the volumes already out is

that of the Ferns and fern allies, another covers the oaks

and related species, and the t}ird covers some of the

monocots including the rushes or Juncaceae. Watch for
the volumes.

Continued on page 2
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As soon as you have a name, check to see if the species

is reported for Louisiana. There is a webpage

www.olants.usda.qov which will allow vou to check for

-

the &stribution within the U.S. This will also allow you
to check for scientific name synonyms; a plant's scientific

narne can change and tlus create synonyms. Some of the

reasons for name changes are (1) an older name is found,
the accepted scientiftc name is based on priority that is
the first name published is the correcdy accepted one (2)
moving from one genus to another, the interpretation of
what genus a species belongs to is subjective and some-

times new information (chromosome number, DNA se-

quencing etc) causes the species to be moved and (3)
lumping or splitting of species, some closely related qpe-

cies can be split or lumped, again based on new info (see

above) or a different interpretation by a researcher. An-
other place to check is the ,4tlas oJthe Vascular Flora oJLou-

isiana series by Thomas and Allen, a three volume work
that documents the parishes within the state with lsrown
records for each species. Ifyour plant is ided to a species

that has not been reported for Louisiana or not for the

parish, be sure to get it checked as you may have found a

new record. When all else fails, ask someone. After
getting an answer, go and read about the plant in as many
books as you can. Pay close attention to the related spe-

cies as this will help you in the future. Also, go to the
USDA webpage and the LouisianaAtlases and look up the

&sribution.

NEW LOIISIANAARBORETT]M by Kelby ouchley

780 tree species have reportedly been identi-{ied on a single l0-hectare plot of Malaysian rainforest. While not
quite in this league, a similar size tract on Black Bayou l^ake National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) near Monroe can

boast 150 species of trees and shrubs native to Louisiana. Seven years ago the site was a 100* year old cotton field.
When the refuge was established, an arboretum was created with the intent of displaying every woody species native to
the state that can be coaxed to grow on the location. After a slow start the ftrst couple of years battling droughts, insects,

deer depredation, and manpower shortage, the arboretum can now be considered a success with a geat future.

An irrigation system serves about half of the arboretum. Plants are identified with aluminum labels marked with
common and scientific names. Vulnerable species are protected Fom browsing deer by wire enclostrres, and mowed
trails meander t}-rough the arboretum. Importandy, volunteers now perform most maintenance, which includes mow-
ing, pruning, weeding, fertilizing, mulching and watering. The arboretum is considered an important component of the
Black Bayou Lake NWR Environment Education Center, which consists of a visitor center, interpretive efibits, prairie
demonstration area (Yes! Native prairies &d exist in nort} Louisiana.), wildlife observation pier and deck, and coming
soon - a wildlife photo blind, and new classroom building housing exhibits of wedand fauna in large aquaria. The ref-
uge's local support goup, Friends of Black Bayou, Inc., implemented a verv popular fund-raiser krown as "Adopt-A-
Tree . " In&vidual species in the arboretum can be "adopted" for a tax deductible g I 00. Names of adopters and their cho-
sen trees are displayed on a beautifi:I plaque in the visitor's center. To date, 94 qpecies have been *adopted." The refuge
(including the arboretum) is open daily during daylight hours. The visitor center is open weekdays 8am to 4pm, Saturday

9am to 5pm, and Sunday I to 5pm. The refuge is located 2 miles nort} of Monroe offU.S. Hwv 165. For more infor-

Ililltop Arboretum Events: Trucey Banowetz, 1 185 5 Highland Rd, Baton Rouge, La 22 5-767 -6916,banowetz@)ellsouth.net

July 10: "Using Ferns in the Garden" by Moy Elliot, owner of Fronilerosa.

July 20 & 22: Teen Poetry Workshop.

July 29, Aug 19 & Sept 2: Summer Cooking Series.

Aug 7: Hilltop has booth at BREC Botanic Garden Sale, 7950Independence Blvd., Baton Rouge.

Aug. 14: "Fragrance in the Garden" by Kim Bevil.

Sept. l1: PlantFest! 2004 Teaser preview of PlantFest! with Dr. Neil Odenwald.

Sept 18: Baton Rouge Tree Care Seminar at LSU College of Design Auditorium.

Oct. 1 & 2: PlantFest! 2004, Native & hard to find plant Sale.
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GoINc NATTVE . SnaeTL ThEES
Tiy these top-performing native trees in the Gulf States

By Jimmy Culpepper

fall color, turning scarlet, orange, and

gold in the fall.
The popularity of all kinds of native

plants continues to increase, and na-

tive trees are no exception. Native
trees are generally har&er, more
adaptable to a wider variety of sites,

and require less maintenance than in-
troduced species. The following
small native trees add a variery of
shapes, blooms, and fall color to the
landscape.

American Snowbell
(Styrax americanus)

This deciduous tree reaches a ma-

ture height of 8 to 10 feet and grows
in moist, fertile, well-drained soil in
fr{l strn to heavy shade. Its upright
form is usually multi-stemmed with
layered branching and medium tex-
ture. Delicate, white, bell-shaped
flowers hang in clusters. Fragrant
blooms appear in April.

Buttonbush
( C ep halanthus o cci d enul is)

This fast-growing, deciduous tree
reaches a mature height of 10 to 12

feet. Creamy white flowers are the
size of ping-pong balls. Fragrant, soft,
threadlike stamens attract butter{lies.
Round, marble-sized fruit are reddish
brown and persist through winter.
Buttonbush's irregular form can be

pruned to create a uniquely interesting
tree. It grovrs in wet sites but adapts

well to drier sites. Buttonbush prefers
ftrll sunlight, but can handle partial
shade as an understory plant.

Chalk Maple (Acer Leucoderme)

This deciduous tree attains a mature
height of 20 to 25 feet with an oval to
rounded form. Chalk maple is a slow
grower that can handle fr.rll sun to high
shade. It grows in moist, well-drained,
fertile soils. The tree has outstanding

Indian Cherry
(Rhamnus carcliniana)

This hst-growing, deciduous tree
matures to a height of approximatelv
15 feet. It has an upright and some-

what irregular oval form and coarse

texture. Indian Cherlv grows in moist,
aci&c, fertile soil. Red drupe fiuit
turns black in the fall and serves as an

excellent food source for birds. The
leaves are a bright green with yellow

fall color.

Red Bay
(Persia borbonia)

This evergreen tree
reaches a mature height of 20

feet with a moderate
rate of growt}. Its aro-

matic leaves can be used

as a seasoning. An excel-
lent tree for the naturalistic set-

tings, red bay has an upright form and

grows in moist soils in firll sun to par-
tial shade. The fruit is a prominent
dark blue/black drupe that persists
through winter.

Red Buckeye (Aesculus pavia)

Growing to a mature height of 10 to
15 feet, red buckeye has palmately
compound leaves with a coarse texture
and yellow fall color. Flowers bloom
in early spring to coincide with the
return of migrating hummingbirds.
The flower is a 4- to 6-inch long red
panicle that blooms as new foliage
opens. Nutlike fruit matures and

opens in the fall. Seeds can be planted
and seedlings will appear in the win-
ter. It performs best in partial shade

with morning sun and is an excellent
choice as an understory plant in natu-

ralized settings.
Reprinted t ith per m iss ion Jrom

Omamental Outlooh, Mav 2004

Buttonbush (Crpha laothu acidentolis)

Hazel Alder (Alnus semtlau)

Growing in wet to moist sites, t}is
deciduous tree usually grows along
creek banks but is adaptable to drier
sites. It matures to a height of 15 to
20 feet and usually is multi-
stemmed. Hazel Alder adapts to full
sunlight or partial shade. In th fa[,
dark, glossy green foliage turns or-
ange to yellow, and birds feed on

cone-shaped fruit.
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some Notes on MIMOSA STRIGILLOSA by cart R. Amason

4 Vol. 22: Is-sue 2 LNPS News

ilIimosa Strigillos<t is a common yet unusual wildflower
that is found in moist lowlands along the major streams and
is probably found in every parish in Louisiana. Most people
see it when they go fishing, especially if they remain on the
banks.

It is .r creeping perenni.rl - a grourdcorer - rrith long pros-
trrte sterns .urd .rltemate, tu-o to tlrree inches Ltng lerves
c'<lnsistinq of tinr- leallets . The plant does not har-e thorns sr.r

b.rretirot rhildren t'an ualk and plar on a carpet n-lrrth s()me-
times tx'ers the qrornd t'r.rmpletelr'. It is .r "sensitire" plant,
that is the leallets nrll fold up and ilppear to nilt n'hen it is

disttutred, and as a restilt r.rne of the <r.rnunr;n manes is
(oshame-facet'. ()nlv the tbliage uill rrilt but the pinli
lleis-er remailrs erert. These llor.r ers rrrnsist nf stamerrs onlr-,
and no petals. The prriminent "po$'er-puffbt' r,onsist of
stamerx, each tigred nith a r-ellnr pollen. This pl.rnt is

lor-elv in bkrom and hlooms most of the late sprinq .rnd earlv
sunluer urr-erinq the sod njth rnanl blooms to the point it
is a conspituous 1ll.rnt. In stuumer tlie pin} r'lusters of sta-
mens dereL)p into a rnass nf tn-isted beans, each be;rn has

sereral tinr seeds that is easilr germinated. Thev must be
elsilv qronl h'om seecl as thev are tlrr-ering the groturd in sr.r

m.urv plac'es.

It qrorvs n-rll in allurial bottomland soil that is usuall.r-hearr
clar- but it c;rn be firturd in sandv soil as u-ell. 

"-rs

Summer 2004

Tht're are a munber of uther flotr-erinq plants tlut hare
l}xr-ers n-ithclut petrls and one of the most (\)lllnl()n ls
.tlhlz;.t lulihri.r.rin. n-hirh is ilequentlv qro\\x as .r lanrr tree
.rnd is called 'llirnosa Tree". It is not considered a ]li-
urosa but is a related leqtune. Jlrst .l,linr,,i.r spet'ies arr
lirturd in the lrumid tropics and this is qeneralh' r.rne th.rt
('omes into r.rtr temperate irea. But the .lfinr.,s.r -lrritTi//rrs.r

is trne of the rnost interestinq rtrmmon plants r.r-ith cokn-
hrl flon-ers th.rt grou-s in otr .rrea. In -\rk.lnsrs. I doubt if
it n,rnrallr o('(rrs as far north as Little Rot'k. I have never
seen it transpl.urted into a *ildflorrer qarden planting but
it n'ould ruakr a beautihrl .rddition to arlv qarden. espe-

t'ialh' n-here the site can be closelv cluplicated 
"* 

r, qr.rl.-,
rn n.1ttre. I suspett that it is easilv transplanted n-hen the
soil is taken uith the plants. It is to be aclmired lirr its
turiqueness and beautt n-hen ltrturd in natrue. I aln'avs

pass mv finqers throuqh a bit r.rf the qrolth to see the
"shame-1ht'e" resptxrse of' the
lear-es

lrrrq .rs it isn't ,ludcd tltrt bl l.rrqer pl;urt..
grasses, n-eeds, .urd frees. It must har-e

stur to prosper. The flon-ers, seeds,

and other plant parts are not
serir.rusl.r' rll-ected bl lanrr-
nlol\'ers ;rs thev are on
the qroturd so little
damaqe is drlne br'
morvinq. In
fhct monirg
eliminates
most of the

t'ompetitir),r, ,, .

lettinq it qrrtn-

in complete
lbandemment.

J.r.rh .llilton TronLda l()01
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Events of Interest to [NPS

July 2O-25: Cullowhee Native Plant Conference, Cullowhee, NC

July 3o-August 1: Carolina Lily and Yellow Fringed Orchid Viewing:

Charle s Alle n ( j 3 7 - 3 2 S - 2 2 5 2 ) native@amte|. net

Aug 8-12: North American Prairie Conference, Madison, Wisconsin.

Sept l8: Haynesville Butterfly Festival.

Sept 25: Native Plant Seminar, Lufhn, TX, 935-875-29+8 or damartin@lcc.net

Oct 8-10: Cajun Prairie Fall Meeting plus Arboretum Tour: Chailes Allen (337-328-2252) native@Samtel.na

Oct l4-l7z Texas Native Plant Society joint meeting w-ith LNPS>

Nov. 5-6: Central South Native Plant Conference, Birmingham Botanical Gardens,

205 -+l+-3950 or www.bbgardens. org
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Carolina Lily &Yellow Fringed Orchid Tours JuIy j0 thru August 1., 2004

It will be hot but tlris is the time of the year that Carolina Lily (Liliuar michauxii) and Yellow Fringed Orchid (Platanthera
ciliaris) are in flower. The Fort Polk crew and I will have located good spots for both of these plus other notable plants for view-
ing and photographing. We will begin each day at 8 am and shut down around noon or so. Allen Acres will be the gathering point
and we will caravan to the spots-

Directions to Allen Acres: From the east sides of the state, get on [-a 10 going west out of Oakdale and follow La 10 thru Eliza-
beth and Pitkin and then six miles past Pitldn, you will enter Cravens. In Cravens you will turn south (left) onto la 399. La 399 is
just east of the two stores in Cravens. If you are coming from the west, you will turn onto La 10 at Pickering and follow La 10 just
south of Ft Polk and continue east for about 15 miles. After entering Cravens, watch for the store on the right and then turn right
ontoLa399. Nowallareonl-,a399,followitsouthforl.8-l.9milesandinasharpcurvetotheleft,turnrightintoour&ive-
way. If you are coming from the south, get on [a 112 (an east-west road) and turn nortfr onto la 399. You will tavel north on
l-,a 399 for six miles and turn left into Allen Aoes. We will have the Allen Acres sign up

Fridayr July 30, 2W - 5: 00 pm - Tour of Allen Acres shady spots

Saturdayr July 31 - 8: fi) am - Caravan to,Carolina Lily and yellow fringed orchid spots. Depart from Allen Acres

12: 0O noon or so - Chinese Food at A]len Acres

2 pm till 6 p- - Rest, slides shows, anywhere out of t}e heat

6: 0O pm - Tour of Allen Acres shady spots

Sundayr August I - 8: fi) am - Caravan to Carolina Lily and yellow Finged orchid spots if any new people. If all

Present were also present on July 31, then different plants will be visited in different spots. Depart from Allen Acres.

For more information, contact Dr. Charles Allen or Susan Allen 337-328-2252 or 337-531-7535 email native@camtel.net.
There are several motels in DeRidder and Leesville.

The Louisiana Native Plant Society was founded in 1983 as a state-wide, non-profit organization.
Its purposes are:

to preserve and study native plants and their habitats.

to educate people on the value of nalive plants and the need to preserve and protect rare ard endangered specbs.
to promote the propagation and use of native plants in he landscape

to educate people on the relationship between our native flora and wildlife.

Membership form: Checks payable to LNPS.

Name phone Email address

Address City State _ Ap _
Annual dues: StudenUSenior$s _ lndividual $10 _ Family$15 _

Organization $25 _ Sustaining $50 _ Corporate $100 _
Mail to : Jackie Duncan, LNPS treasurer,114 Harpers Ferry Road, Boyce, LA 71409
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\Melcome to New Members: Sonya Bankston, Denham Springs; D"ry J.Kempf, Lafayette; JilI &

Terry Rehn, Prairieville; [ra LeeTownsend, New Llano; Bob & StacyWagner, DeRidder.

Miscellaneous notes:

If you would like to be on t}e LNPS email group, contact Tracey Banowetz at Banowetz@bellsouth.net.

The 6th Annual Arbor Day Kick-Offprogram at the Southern Forest Heritage Museum, Long Leaf, La., was recognized for

excellence durlng the Louisiana Urban Forestry Council's Awards Banquet in Baton Rouge on June 24, 2004.
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Foret, Jim, 7766 tain Hwy, St. ilartinville' 7O582'

po s s u mlo re t@totn a i l. co m
Gibbs, Sandra, l{84 Hall Rd, Logansport,71049,

lawildthings@,s.com
Johnson, Jessie,2{6 Garoline Dormon Road,

$aline, 71O7q cdnpfi@wmconnect.com
Robinson, Jimr 4213 Ghicot Par* Rd, Ville Platte,

LA! 70586, arboretum_mgt@crt.state.la.us
Seidenberg, Gharlotte,8{6 Upperline St, llew

Orleans, LA 7Ot 1$1721, c.seidenberg@cox.net
Webb, Rick,63279 Lowery Road, Amiter LA7O422-

5{5{, tweb@-S5.com

Young, Jr., Herteil, PO Box 828{rMonroe LAt
7 121 1 {.2A1, tufianyo7@e I I south. net
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Gulpepper, Jimmy, Ptulctdent, t 5820 Greensboro
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Boyce, 7 1 4ol9, id u ncat@s.led. u s

Erwin, Beth, $ecrofrq4PO Box {26' Gollinston'
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polandtees@ol,com (318) tt42-OO26


