
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLL
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

NNNNN NNNN
NNNNNN NNNN
NNNNNNN NNNN
NNNN NNN NNNN
NNNN NNN NNNN
NNNN NNN NNNN
NNNN NNN NNNN
NNNN NNNNNNN
NNNN NNNNNN
NNNN NNNNN

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPP PPPP
PPPP PPPP
PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
SSSS
SSSS
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
SSSSSSSSSSSSSS SS

SSSS
SSSS

SS SSSSSSSSSSSSSS
SSSSSSSSSSS SSSSS

Februar! 7, 1992

ALERT

******************************************:**********:r*************************

A11 Members:

Please read the enclosed information concerning t.he NaEural Heritage Program.

i.le need your help Eo save this important program in our state. Contact your

legislators, send in the enclosed form leEter (itrs a good idea to copy your

local newspaper as well as Mr. Joe Herring, Secretary, LDWF and others), and

help wherever you can. Addresses yout1l need are:

The Honorable Edwin Edwards
Governor of Louisiana
P.0. Box 94004
Baton Rouge, La. 70804

Mr. Joe Herring, ;."retary
La. Dept. Wildlife & Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Mr. Gary Lester
La. Nat.ural Heritage Program
P.0. Box 98000
Bat.on Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Ms. Nancy Jo Craig
La. Nature Conservancy
P.0. Box 4124
Baton Rouge, La. 70821

Sincerel y, your President,

John Mayronne



Naturrl Hcrftage Pro31els

. Eigh$Lscvra pcrccgt of the 895 vertebratc speci,es lu Iauisiana are EoEg.rra ltat q &cy lrs Ed
huate4 Eshc4 or trappcd lte lauisiase Nanral Heritagc Pmgran (LhtI{P) conducs osgoiqg rcscer& o
thcse spccieE with spcciEc earpbarir oa terc, tbrcatcned aad cdrryrrcd G/flE) phat ad lDeall spccics, .Eil
rigniEca-t Ba$ral areas Data concemiqg the catrc and di*rihltiou of RETE spccicq ald lsral lras are
raittrirs{ ia coaputcr asd -anud trcq iodexed by auucrors Eelds, rGatiBg a 8o&la detabs qdeu thet
caa rcspoud to a udde nricty of user oceds. The Nanrnl Haitags Prograra prsyidcs bhrnatioo rd
B.nagcacat suge*ioas to public aad priratc policy.aakers, aatl h couultcd prior to Departncst dccisioas o
Coastd Manageocot Divisioq Corps of Eogincers, Dcparturent of Transportatiou ald Dc,relopncot, ctc.

ecruits. TLe Narural Heriuge Prograra *orks doscly sftf, 1f,g Ia,iria-a Naturc CousewzDcy to Fotcct priority
sites &rougfuut louisiaaa Thc priaary oblcctivx of thc LNHP rre:

l) to garber inforsatioa systeuratically rsd oa a coatiruing basir ori the ocarrrtoces of rarg
tbreatsocd *6 cgirn8r?ed (rl{e) spcdes eail sipi6-r-t ecological features of thc stelc, isdlsdiog
outstanding cmmplcs of uativc ccoqy$telnE ard c.ritical areas beoefittiag tbe cwironncs

2) to assemble aad $ore this inforuatiou eflicieudy iu our data maugcueut q6tco;

3) to uakc data rariaral utilitada! asd cost+ffectiv: so &a[ thc poteatial iupac of yadous lctivitler
oa ideotiEcd lasds caa be aaluate{ and

4) to sct rational cooserratiou plans to coosery? tbc state's biological diversity.

Of the 3,983 computcrized ocsBtrencc records of R/t7E specics rnd sigrlfica* uarural are, IJ69 rrc
specid anirual ocorreoccs, $EB are special planr occurrenceq aad 5I4 are ou1s12srli.E locations of latural pt"st
coannsnities. Additionally, some 357 rccords are of qatcrbird nesting coloaics and state aad aatiooaldenpioo
trBes.

Map fileg auural |ilet. and coEputer liles keep iuformatiou wellorganized and easily acccssible
Recor& arc indcxed by namg locatioq stanq *zarshc4 and land ouncrship, creatiog a flcntlc usct-rcqucft
slEters. The LMIP provides practica[ uptodate inforuratioo to publicand priratc po[cyuakcrr. Applicatioas
of thc database harrc bcca uscd in virnrdly elcry aspect of biologicat corscnatioo.

Tbe databasc also iucludes iaforaatioa oa 251 uraaaged areas withia &e ctatc as wcll aB ovcr a500
source abstracts ln previors ycars &e INHP developcd the first satewidc aatural cooaunity dassiEcatioa
syslaE with sevca aatural corrmunity sysreEs coqtaining 75 distinc cornmunities- Thc LNHP bat located big!
quditycnmplcs of raore tban 85 pcrccnt of &e ccraauritieswith astate rank of S1-$ (eudaagcrcd-rare). orrcr
lr&10 sites su[ewide have bcea srrv=ycd for tltlespecies aad uaiqrre nauml coamunities by &e llcdtage stafi.
Tbese sitcs rcprcscut habitat for over 200 state-r/t/c spccies of plants asd anirsals" Of &c 3,983 computerizcd
rccor& in &e databasq 1J69 rcpresent occurcuccs of t/tle animd spccieq 1,683 rccords arc r/tlcalattspecies
occureoces, ,Dd 5:14 reptescat ocerureEcas of uniquc satural commudtics Addirionalty, thc locatios of aorc
thaa 300 mding aod scabird coloaies are oappcd is thc daubatc.

Besides norga.lBc invcutory work agd rcseatdl &e LNHP staff bas radstvcd for &cir elfccs oo
Eongane wildlifc thousands of gropoccd fedcral, statg parsh municipal, aad privatcly firodcd projccs Ia do,irg
so, thcy harre protccted nunerors sitcs housi'g r/t/e species and unique habitars statenide, aad, at tbc sanc
timq savcd iadstry noney through carly plaaoiog of proposcd actiritics" .lo addition to rcvic*iag projcas rh.t
rcquite pcrnitq thc INHP is responsible for issuing pcrmis for scicotific coltecting auisasce aliEal costrol
aad raptor rehabilitatios-

Laad protcctioa efrons of thc LNIIP harc abo bcen very produeive. Ad 324 of the D&7 hgislative



scssion ccatcd &c Luisiala NatuilI Areas RagLuy Progro, &e purposc of clti& is to prorcc rhroug! evoltt{rl lgrcssreDt cigni6r-n1 !ryas ttroughout thc seau lta omcr volusruily rgrces to--.-agie &e;ca .

rccordag-to a llasagclacut phn dcreloped by &c IJ.IIf srE TbeLouisiua Nsnrrc Coascnaalbs bc;
c0'trlaed rc adaiaister ttc prograr- To &tc, sonc {8 sitcs incorporatiag 56rp thrn ?$15 icrcs io Z
puishes ha,,p becE ragistered as iaportant Beilral areas. This iodudls orcr-4B00 acrcs of public hads agd
uorc tLar 3}300 acrcs of privately oward hads. Thc INHP has also beco rcsponsible fur tbapurc[rse tythc
DcP^'t jo! of-\ilildlife aad Frsbcrics of ocarly 600 acres of &c Trnica fitlq, hooe to ou-e"os-rare pta"r ra
r{nals, indufiag thc Losisiene bhr] bcar. Arrcotly fiaalizing purchasc of a piuc seranaa\ whi& bo-sscs sonc
t5 rare species of plaus

Othcr Eajor accomplishroeus of &c Natrnal Hcrfugc progran iodudc
1) Publicatio"e The Natural Coaouaitics oe Coasta louhiana-ClassiEcatios aad
Dcscriptioa' PIaDLE ardAdnds of Spccid Cmccra h the Louisiana Cor.tal Zona, Aths sld
Cctsts of Wading Bird aad Seabird Ncstiag Colouies ia InGiasa, Natural Coaururities of
Kisatdic }.latioad Forcst-Wru asd Kisatchie Districs, Iaubiana Hrrnniqgbirdr, !d
dus,crous articlcs h tbc liuisiala Consenratiouist Currcutlyrorking oa a pubEcatiou os ttc
coda-gered spccies of lauisiau-

!) Developed a-^Coopcratirrc fureeracnt wr1th the US Frsh & Wildlife Senice u&ich supplics
75% of thc funding for lauisiaaa codangcrcd spccies rcsearcL

3) Itoteacd, through a! agrecneal wi& thc US Frsh & Wildlifc Senice, tbe laryrst tem and
grll o.sti'ng coloay iu tlc U$ located on orc of our banicr irluds.

a) Coapleted a Nonqrmg Plro for lauisiana, agd coordiaated sone 37 53ggfi.g bird surveys
anuually for 6 ycars. Iaitiarcd guarterly surrcys of pelagic scabirds.

5) Rcpreseuted the Dcpattneat of Wildlifc rad Frsbsries oD Btrslcrous 53119 legi{atirc trrL
iotoc includiagstale GIS, Capilot la.kg Frcslrwater Mussel aod Reptilc aldAa;hibianTrst
Forccs- Also scrved es dcpanment reprcseautives ou Offrcc of Forestry,s Stcnaidship Forcst
Prognn, DEQ's lrap to 2000 Cooparatiw Risk Program, the Black Bear Coascrratiou
Cornmittcg and Rcd Cockaded Woodpecker Conscrration Couairtea

p -Coaplad a bog EanagemeBt plaa for Kisat&ie Natioual Forcsq ctrnently being
iurplemented by tlc sadonal fLresr lnitiarcd a3-.yar suryBy of rhe aarural cosaunitics of
Kfuatchis Natioual Forest aad recoamended a Rcsearch Naiural Area be dcveloped oa thc
forest Initiated a 2Foonth surtEy of {tle species and uniquc Darural conouuitit ou Fort
Po& Military Instdlatioa

4 Initiatcd and currently dwctoping a nitigarion baDldry program wr'th the Nargre
Cotsciraacl and ouaerous stttc and fcdcral resource agencies to nidgate thc loss of wetlald
piuc sa nrnais, ur endangered natural conmuuily iu southgst Lou'uiina.

8) Aided tbc [4. Naturc Couserrraacy iu dcvctophg a conservatioo *.r"or with Istcrnatioqal
Papcr for Copcahagcu Prairie ia Caldwell parisb"

9) Couductcd gatus sun ers for scveral plaats and asirrds for US Fsh & Wildlifc Senicc to
detemiac tbc fcdcral $atus es thrcatcacd or endangered.

f0) Curently derrloping aa Arias of rbc Flora of Louisiana

t aU;/,'* : tkh,l /rop/0,, "::;il'?)nr;"s t,'rt/rv';/rl knt F ,.t)TA ?ETS [<rurrn*n /"fx
Ccr,duet'vt tezseatZ on Kerffi 7 ls4,t ,'?s

f"o7s"J- /yc/*.,| tJede 2<5,1/7 s,tes



THE
LOUISIANA

NATURAL
HERITAGE
PROGRAM

Tlrc L,ouisiana Natural llcritage Program was establishcd in 1984 through lhc coopcration

of Ttrc Naturc Conscrvancy and thc LouisianaDcpdnmcnts of Natural Rssourccs and \Yild'
lifc orut Fisheric.r. Using e $ystcmatic approach dcvcloped by thc Conservnncy, thc l{ui.
ragc Prognnr is itlcntitying thosc natural rrcas in louisiana that hubor tho stalc's bcsl rc'
nrainingixamplcs of irrrtigcnous ecosyslcrn t),pes, primg wildlife habitaU, plant

corrrmunitiss, unique animnl and plant spccics and spcial natural fcaturcg.

Tlrc llcrirage Program lras alrcatly idcurificd many unprctrcrcd sitcs which conraln signiti-

cant occutrcncc"s of spccies and habita6 of spccial conc8rn in louisianq itEls such as the

Ctrcnicrs and prairics of southwest louisirna, theTunica rnd Coputltngcn llills, tltc lottg.

lcnf pinc savarrnalrs and hcrbaccous bogs of thc Florida parisltcs. as wcll as lnilly vitally

imponant wcttand sitcs. Data on thesc natural etcnrcnts arc bcing compilcd in a computc-

assistsd infonrmtion system, providing a continuing pcrspctlvc on what utfls nosl need to

bc protcctcd.

The pracrical uscs of I'teriragc informarion rrc myriad.

Maps arc uscd to pinSnint spccific sitx whcre raru

plants and anirnals occur. Informntion is discminrted
to statc, local nnd fcdcral agcncics so thcy can bcttcr
ptan for the accnnrutryJatiort of futurc g,rowth. Individ'
uat proprty owncrs nrc nolilisd of spccial planu, ani
urnls, ard gcologic fcatutes on thcir land. end adviscd

on wflys of protccting thcrn through ttro Natural.Arcas

Rcgistry Program. Using tlrc llerlmgc information.
public and privatc groups sct moru meaningful prtori'
tics for thc acqrrisition or pmrcction of imponaqt sites.

Thc Nature Conscrwrrcy

has devclopcd a regtonal

data ln,ec on thc

distribution oi fautu and

tlora that is the most

comprehcnsive of tts kind."

U.S. Congrcssional Oflics
of 'fcchnology Asscssment
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for ftrh rnd rhelllrh rnd buficr ur rgrin* hur.
ricer damrgc. ln rddition, nrtunl ireu ert
living lebora-torLrs lor rchntific rtudy; gem brnkr
of wild rpcrtrer frrr rgtodturrl mcdhl rnd
lrrdurtrlrl urci rnd nfugca fiom urbrn lift.

Ylh crr prcrcweour neturel trritegp wlthout
obrtnrcline necesrlry Fowth if we plen wbcly
brthc ureaf our telr?i. Thc l,ouisiine Netrril
HerihgG PrDEnm provldes thc ccologicrl inb+
rnetion lhet mrkt'r cuch phnning poucibh.

The Naturat Herttage hogram
Ttrc Lauishnr Natunl Heritagc I'mgrem war
sslrblbhed in l9E{ m a foint vtnturrof thc D}
nartment of Nrtunl Reaouncsend Thc Natrrc
ton*rvencf r neliond nonpotil con*wrfion
o6enlzetion dedirstcil to lhe prnrrrvelirn of
naturaldivrrsity Ttrc progrrra'r grul ir to idm-
fify thc itetc,r mrxr ccalogically $gnificent netu-
rrl amra. lb rchiew thb r,.nd, thc pnrgnm b
dodoping rn ongoing rbtcwilo inventoty of
nm plrnB, nrtural ccmmunltlcl, rnd othrrlg-
nlliont nstural furtum. Slmlhr lnventorhr, dF
rigned by Thc Nalurs Con*ryrncy, hevc becrr
tmphnrmEd in t|0 datsc with hlghly acdalmed
enrwrdon l:iltts

Tltc herltege invcntory tdt*tr informrtion on
thtslrlcncp, numbcq, aondlHon, ilrtru, andlo
crlion of dl slgnlflcrntccologicrtfeatum, ro thrt
nrityend dlrfrbut'pn ln laniisirna crn be oblGc.
tively detcrmlntd. Thir lnformetion b dord ln r
centrrlia{ lnlryrled dtir mrnrgoment rytt m.
Manurl lllsl, computcr filee, rnd map lilcr lcep

loulslana's Natural Herftage
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tnuisianr's natural herlugell*s wtihin thc
beruty rnddivctsity of lU wildhnds rhc
cyplrcs-tupelo swrmps, bey+ marrhes, man
gmvrs, bohomland hirdwoods, chcnicr wood.
llnds, rnd ttrnnanl proiricaof ourroutlrern
parisher; thG beGch-imgnolie rrvine fomtr rnd
ihe llatrryods rattercd wilh herbrceourbogrin
our Florida parishes; rnd Nonh Louirbna't un
land decidubui fortatt, longleaf pinc ravannehl,
rendhills, forertcd crncbna-lrr, r-nd pinry woda .-

These hrbltes haftor r multitudc of natiw . . I
plants and rnimatc. Although many rccorunorr !
end rrcognizeble, rome erequitc r.tt, rnd r f3tY I
erilt nowhen: ctsc on errth. Thc rocterof our f
rtele'g rerr frunr rnd flora i long tnd lncludsl _t ,.
ruch rpecies as Bachmert's warttct the rcuthcm ,.{'
rrdback cltrmandcg bog rpkt burh. yellow '

fringelesrorchid, rnd ttte loubhna blue-slu qu

durtriel dcvelopmcnt, end rgritulturrl ltpryim (
ell lahc lheir toii on our nrh,rnl hndr. Ar thlr f
tr:nd contlnuac, it bcsomcramntld that rvc ' ?
idcnrify, groted: rndprcsertcarcarofnelurrl f
signifiianccforthef"ph oflouishnrtodly ..''l .tBlHm;*ocrbrmbeneticbltltG- -}
$staininB operalioni ossentiel to humeniry Thc I
ftrrcrll Drolect our walcrhedi, cntudng llrG f
quatirybf rhand wrt.r rnd nrgulaling lLEd' \
*atcri- The wetlands scrv'P.3 vilal nurscry rtl.r.. ;i?



.r1
:

I
!

r
i
I
I

;

,

, ! ..F,!:1,..':" i

i
!

ll
l'E
i [rr$

iFi
I
II
r

l
i ft+-"

lh?
i:.Ii::
i i{i'":.'

i"-
tt!:-
3- "'"-l'

F
i:l:::'

[,' 1

I
]
I
r.

[.".,.

IiF
i 't

[!";
I *:.;.,I a.Er

t

ht4 end changes ln hnd onscrvrtton rtetur
rrc mcrrrded. Ttuough thir prcca1 ttrc pm.
Eem lreepa itc assessment of thc ctalGl 

-ccdot-

kel ncouna runcnt lnd rccuntr.
o ttmrctrmnyn:tdl

Thc Louirilne Nehrnl Hcrltrge Eogrrm b
dcclcned to orovidc prrclic.l. crrrEnf hfonn .
tionilr pntf,r end piivrtc pcllcy mrkrrr. Thc
date can bc applicd to hndprctrction dd.
rhnt, anvircnmentd lmprcl utclsmcnt, ru-
!our6! m.nltcmslnt, enilengcred rpccier rc.
vicw rcscarclt rnd educatlon.

Sttlong a Balance
lnforrnalion provlded by the louiriana Nrturd
HeritrgePmgnm phlaen lmpoilrnl rclc ln
dennlnr fc the wise m.ilqcmcnt of rtl our
Lndr. Tf,e idenlilicrtion qf lragite ereas wlrqc
usc should bc limlted lr tnvrluible to sound

.*..i,rir..l 4' 
,. 

.

t
.!

.-.rft-;4
decirlon-makine whethcs the irrrra b nrttmcon-
rerveti&t, highiry routing or somanedal d+
vrlopment. Environmental ptutcc$on metnt not
onty'samg uidc crttkral arc:er but ptenning lor
minirnel ddgrrdetbn of rll rrrer. Envhonmcnrl
damrg3cen bc minimized and unneerrrycon.
0iclr, -costr, and dchyr averted lf we erc r*rru ol
eltcrnrtlvc cource of rction rnd lheir conr.
quencer befor: commltmenlr rn rnrde.

:. .,, J
r.:Fii;..r:' ,"I

,:

thc lnformatirn wcil-oqBtnhcd rnd reedityrc-
cssiblc. The herllage dia bere ls un[ueii
*veral wryr. ....i,
a ltlrdrnmtorhrrbd. j' ' ; 

.

The inwnlory focurcr rfclficafiy m tha indl.
vidual conp6nentr o( Linlriaru'i nrturel dhr
croity. An 'clemenl' might be r coutr& a
oilcher plent, r lgclts rponti[ rwlcrv orr
it ."Ur'upahnd. Crltldet clemcntr ere-
ldcntilied rnd nnked toenlurt that con3lrvl.

. tirn cffortr focucon tho*ln grutcst nccd of
pmtecllon.

. ltlrrcn]rrlreporlbry
The laulslene Heritrge Pmgrem grthcr in .

lormaticr hom a wkli range of rcurra. thmughout the statr-rbternd ledcrel aggn.
sies, the acader.rrk ccm::runity private conscn
veHon grcuF, and knowlcdicible lndivldu-
als. By consolidating exirting drle, the invel:
tory sn ca as a ch'aringhousrl for ccologiarl
inbrmation in tlrs rtatc. It elrr idenBfha r.
scrrhnecda

.Ithonipln&
The invuntrrry lr mntinuoucly efinsd rnd up
&ted. Old reoordr arc chcctid in thc lietd,
new rEl3 trl ruwcycd, lcrrcwrr dlcr rlt monl-

a

I

t.

G
'n
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The Honorable Edwin Edwards

Dear Governor Edwards:

It has come to my attention that one of the most valuable conservation
programs in state government is scheduled to be discontinued in the next
fiscaL year. The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program (LNHP), is the only
program in state government actively working for conservation of rare and
t,hreatened species, non-game species, and outstanding or unique natural
habitats. If the Program is tefminated, Louisiana would be the only staEe
in the U.S. wiEhout a Heritage Program, non-game progran, or endangered
species program.

The state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsible for managing all
wi1d1ife, Rot just'gelne species. The agency receives 5 to I million dollars
annually from the General Fund, and the Heritage Program is one of the few
parLs of the agency that caters to concerns of the public at 1arge. As shown
by recent surveys, the great majority of the public, including hunters and
fishermen, supports conservation of rare species and unique habitats and
believes the staEe should be doing more in this regard.

LNHP began under your previous administration, and was claimed as an
achievement during your recent campaign. The Governorrs TransiEion Team for
Ehe DepartmenE of Wildlife and Fisheries not only recommended keeping the
Heritage Program, but expanding it.

If we want to pass on to our children the natural resources that
to enjoyr w€ need to find a way to continue funding this type of

we were abLe
program.

Sincerely,


